Daniel 6:10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been
published, he went home to his upstairs room where the
windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got

down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as
he had done before.

Daniel 6:16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel
and threw him into the lions' den. The king said to Daniel, "May
your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!"

Daniel 6:21 Daniel answered, "O king, live forever! %> My God
sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have
not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have
1 ever done any wrong before you, O king."*

Daniel 6:23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift
Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den,
no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.

Daniel 6:24 At the king's command, the men who had falsely
accused Daniel were brought in and thrown into the lions' den,
along with their wives and children. And before they reached
the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and crushed all
their bones.
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The king’s dream and its interpretation (Daniel 2)

Daniel 2:39 "After you, another kingdom will rise, inferior to
vours. Next, a third kingdom, one of bronze, will rule over the
whole earth. *° Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom, strong as
iron--for iron breaks and smashes everything--and as iron
breaks things to pieces, so it will crush and break all the others.
! Just as you saw that the feet and toes were partly of baked
clay and partly of iron, so this will be a divided kingdom, yet it
will have some of the strength of iron in it, even as you saw iron
mixed with clay. > As the toes were partly iron and partly clay,
so this kingdom will be partly strong and partly brittle.

“ And just as you saw the iron mixed with baked clay, so the
people will be a mixture and will not remain united, any more
than iron mixes with clay.

“1In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a
kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to
another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring
them to an end, but it will itself endure forever.

® This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a
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Sagogiertn, but not by human hands--a rock that broke the iron,
the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces. "The great

God has shown the king what will take place in the future. The

dream is true and the interpretation is trustworthy."

" The king said to Daniel, "Surely your God is the God of gods

and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were

able to reveal this mystery."”

Refusing to bow down to an idol (Daniel 3)

Daniel 3:17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to
deliver us from the burnin7g fiery furnace; and he will deliver us
out of your hand, O king. % But if not, be it known to you, O
king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden
image which you have set up."

Daniel 3:24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in
amazement and asked his advisers, "Weren't there three men
that we tied up and threw into the fire?" They replied,
"Certainly, O king." > He said, "Look! I see four men walking
around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks
like a son of the gods." *° Nebuchadnezzar then approached the
opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, "Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come
out! Come here!" So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came
out of the fire,... They saw that the fire had not harmed their
bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were
not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.

?8 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, "Praise be to the God of
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and
rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king's
command and were willing to give up their lives rather than
serve or worship any god except their own God.

The writing is on the wall! (Daniel 5)

Daniel 5:5 Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and
wrote on the plaster of the wall, near the lampstand in the royal

he king watched the hand as it wrote.

% His face turned pale and he was so frightened that his knees
knocked together and his legs gave way.

Daniel 5:22 "But you his son, O Belshazzar, have not humbled
yourself. though you knew all this. ** Instead, you have set
yourself up against the Lord of heaven. You had the goblets
from his temple brought to you, and you and your nobles, your
wives and your concubines drank wine from them. You praised
the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone,
which cannot see or hear or understand.

But you did not honor the God who holds in his hand your
life and all your ways.

 Therefore he sent the hand that wrote the inscription. > "This
is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL,
PARSIN

2 ..
S "This is what these words mean:

Mene: God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it
to an end.

7 Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found
wanting.

8 Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and
Persians."

3 That very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was
slain, *' and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age
of sixty-two.

Prayer and lions’ den (Daniel 6)

Daniel 6:7 The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers
and governors have all agreed that the king should issue an
edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god
or man during the next thirty days, except to you, O king, shall
be thrown into the lions' den. ° Now, O king, issue the decree
and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered....




