e way for the coming Messiah

Haggai 2:4" “...be strong, O Zerubbabel,' declares the LORD.
'Be strong, O Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be
strong, all you people of the land," declares the LORD, 'and
work. For I am with you,' declares the LORD Almighty. ° 'This is
what I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt. And
my Spirit remains among you. Do not fear.'

Haggai 2:6 "... the LORD Almighty says: 'In a little while I will
once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry
land. " I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will
come, and I will fill this house with glory,’ says the LORD
Almighty.

Haggai 2:9 'The glory of this present house will be greater than
the glory of the former house,’ says the LORD Almighty. 'And in
this place I will grant peace,’ declares the LORD Almighty."”

Matthew 12:6 1 tell you that one greater than the temple is here.

Matthew 26:61 ... and declared, "This fellow said, 'l am able to
destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days."
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King Cyrus sends the Jews home to re-build the temple

Ezra 1:1 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to
fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD
moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation
throughout his realm and to put it in writing...

Jeremiah 29:10 This is what the LORD says: "When seventy
years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill
my gracious promise to bring you back to this place.

"' For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD,
"plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future. ' Then you will call upon me and come and
pray to me, and I will listen to you. > You will seek me and find
me when you seek me with all your heart. '* I will be found by
you," declares the LORD, "and will bring you back from
captivity.

Ezra 1:2 "This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: "'The LORD,
the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth
and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem
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Anyone of his people among you--may his God be with him,
and let him go up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple of
the LORD, the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem.

? And the people of any place where survivors may now be living
are to provide him with silver and gold, with goods and
livestock, and with freewill offerings for the temple of God in
Jerusalem.""

Isaiah 44:28 ...who says of Cyrus, 'He is my shepherd and will
accomplish all that I please,; he will say of Jerusalem, "Let it be
rebuilt," and of the temple, "Let its foundations be laid.”"

Isaiah 45:1 "This is what the LORD says to his anointed, to
Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of to subdue nations before
him and to strip kings of their armor, to open doors before him
so that gates will not be shut.

Isaiah 45:13 I will raise up Cyrus in my righteousness: I will
make all his ways straight. He will rebuild my city and set my
exiles free, but not for a price or reward, says the LORD

Almighty."

“Rebuild the altar.” The centrality of dealing with sin

Ezra 3:2 (they) began to build the altar of the God of Israel to
sacrifice burnt offerings on it, in accordance with what is
written in the Law of Moses the man of God.

7 Despite their fear of the peoples around them, they built the
altar on its foundation and sacrificed burnt offerings on it to the
LORD, both the morning and evening sacrifices.

The people derail themselves, again!

Haggai 1:1 In the second year of King Darius, ... the word of
the LORD came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son

iel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak,
the high priest:
? This is what the LORD Almighty says: "These people say, 'The
time has not yet come for the LORD's house to be built.""
7 Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai:
*"Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled
houses, while this house remains a ruin?"

God goes to work to change their priorities and values,
through money

Haggai 1:5 Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give
careful thought to your ways. ° You have planted much, but have
harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but
never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You
earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”

Haggai 1:7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful
thought to your ways. ® Go up into the mountains and bring

down timber and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in
it and be honored," says the LORD.

Haggai 1:9 "You expected much, but see, it turned out to be
little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?" declares the
LORD Almighty. "Because of my house, which remains a ruin,
while each of you is busy with his own house. '’ Therefore,
because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the
earth its crops. ' I called for a drought on the fields and the
mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the oil and whatever the
ground produces, on men and cattle, and on the labor of your
hands."




