
 

 

Matthew 27:52 The tombs broke open and the bodies of many 
holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came out 
of the tombs, and after Jesus' resurrection they went into the 
holy city and appeared to many people.  

 

 

 

 

Matthew 27:54 When the centurion and those with him who 
were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had 
happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, "Surely he was 
the Son of God!"  
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God’s upper story. God wants to be with us,  

and will pay any price to make it so. 

When we look at the cross, what are we supposed to see?  

 

Sin and God’s love 

Matthew 27:41 (RSV) So also the chief priests, with the scribes 
and elders, mocked him, saying, 42 "He saved others; he cannot 
save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now 
from the cross, and we will believe in him.  
43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him; 
for he said, `I am the Son of God.'"  
44 And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him 
in the same way.  

 

Mark 15:29 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking 
their heads and saying, "So! You who are going to destroy the 
temple and build it in three days,  

 

Holiness vs. Sin  
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Habakkuk 1:13 Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you 
cannot tolerate wrong. Why then do you tolerate the 
treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up 
those more righteous than themselves?  

 

Exodus 15:11 "Who among the gods is like you, O LORD? Who 
is like you-- majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working 
wonders?  

 

 

Revelation 3:14 "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 
These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, 
the ruler of God's creation.  
15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish 
you were either one or the other! 16 So, because you are 
lukewarm--neither hot nor cold--I am about to spit you out of 
my mouth.  

 
17 You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a 
thing.' But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, 
poor, blind and naked.  

 

 
18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you 
can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover 
your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you 
can see.  

 

Justice and Mercy 

 

Romans 3:21 But now a righteousness from God, apart from 
law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets 
testify.  

 

Romans 3:22 This righteousness from God comes through faith 
in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference,  

 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  

 
24 and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption 
that came by Christ Jesus.  

“Redemption” –  

 

 

Romans 3:25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, 
through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, 
because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed 
beforehand unpunished--  

 

 

 
26 he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to 
be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.  

 

 

 

Made right with God! 

 

Matthew 27:51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks 
split.  

 

 


