THANKSGIVING IN THE USA

Edward Winslow’s letter, 1621

“And God be praised we had a good increase... Our harvest being gotten in, our governor
sent four men on fowling, that so we might after a special manner rejoice together after we
had gathered the fruit of our labors. They four in one day killed as much fowl as, with a little
help beside, served the company almost a week. At which time, amongst other recreations,
we exercised our arms, many of the Indians coming amongst us, and among the rest their
greatest king Massasoit, with some ninety men, whom for three days we entertained and
feasted, and they went out and killed five deer, which they brought to the plantation and
bestowed on our governor, and upon the captain and others. And although it be not always
so plentiful as it was at this time with us, yet by the goodness of God, we are so far from
want that we often wish you partakers of our plenty.”

Governor Bradford’s proclamation, 1623:

Inasmuch as the great Father has given us this year an abundant harvest of Indian corn,
wheat, peas, beans, squashes, and garden vegetables, and has made the forests to
abound with game and the sea with fish and clams, and inasmuch as he has protected us
from the ravages of the savages, has spared us from pestilence and disease, has granted
us freedom to worship God according to the dictates of our own conscience.

Now |, your magistrate, do proclaim that all ye Pilgrims, with your wives and ye little ones,
do gather at ye meeting house, on ye hill, between the hours of 9 and 12 in the day time, on
Thursday, November 29", of the year of our Lord one thousand six hundred and twenty-
three and the third year since ye Pilgrims landed on ye Pilgrim Rock, there to listen to ye
pastor and render thanksgiving to ye Almighty God for all His blessings.

George Washington, 1789, The First Thanksgiving Day Proclaimed by the US Government

Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Aimighty God, to
obey his will, to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor,
and whereas both Houses of Congress have by their joint Committee requested me “to
recommend to the People of the United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be
observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God
especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for
their safety and happiness.”

Now therefore | do recommend and assign Thursday the 26" day of November next to be
devoted by the People of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is
the beneficent Author of all the good that was, that is, or that will be.



THANKSGIVING IN THE BIBLE

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 5:3,4. But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of
any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God'’s holy people. 4 Nor
should there be obscenity, foolish talkor coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather
thanksgiving.

Moses - Deuteronomy 8:17,18. You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my
hands have produced this wealth for me.” 18 But remember the Lord your God, for it is he
who gives you the ability to produce wealth

David - 1 Chronicles 29:14. Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what
comes from your hand.

Paul - Acts 27:33-35. Just before dawn Paul urged them all to eat. “For the last fourteen
days,” he said, “you have been in constant suspense and have gone without food—you
haven't eaten anything. Now | urge you to take some food. You need it to survive. Not one
of you will lose a single hair from his head.” After he said this, he took some bread and gave
thanks to God in front of them all. Then he broke it and began to eat.



