Belong: built by , grace and wisdom

Gen. 44:33 " Please let your servant remain instead of the boy
as a servant to my lord, and let the boy go back with his
brothers. ** For how can I go back to my father if the boy is not
with me? [ fear to see the evil that would find my father."

|
Gen. 45:1 Then Joseph could not control himself before all
those who stood by him. He cried, "Make everyone go out from
me." So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself
known to his brothers. > And he wept aloud, so that... the house
of Pharaoh heard it. * Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph!
Is my father still alive?" But his brothers could not answer him,
for they were dismayed at his presence.

*So Joseph said to his brothers, "Come near to me, please."
And they came near. And he said, "I am your brother, Joseph,
whom you sold into Egypt.

? And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves
because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to
preserve life.”

mm—Gen. 45:8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has "™
made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and
ruler over all the land of Egypt. ° Hurry and go up to my father
and say to him, '"Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me
lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. '’ You shall
dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and
your children and your children's children, and your flocks,
your herds, and all that you have.

" Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck and wept, and
Benjamin wept upon his neck. > And he kissed all his brothers
and wept upon them.

Key: Pg 1: building. Trust. Pg 2: care. Pg 3: built.  Pg. 4: forgiveness

Belonging
Church “Business”--part 4

The Life of Joseph
January 26, 2014

™ Belonging takes !

Gen. 42:7 Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, but
he treated them like strangers and spoke roughly to them.
"Where do you come from?" he said. They said, "From the
land of Canaan, to buy food." ® And Joseph recognized his
brothers, but they did not recognize him.

? Joseph remembered the dreams that he had dreamed of
them.... "You are spies, you have come to see the nakedness
of the land." ' They said to him, "No, my lord, your servants
have come to buy food. ' We are all sons of one man. We are
honest men. Your servants have never been spies."

2 He said to them, "No, it is the nakedness of the land that
you have come to see." > And they said, "We, your servants,
are twelve brothers, the sons of one man in the land of
Canaan, and behold, the youngest is this day with our father,
and one is no more."

" But Joseph said to them, "It is as I said to you. You are
spies. I’ By this you shall be tested: by the life of Pharaoh, you
shall not go from this place unless your youngest brother
comes here. '® Send one of you, and let him bring your
brother, while you remain confined, that your words may be
tested, whether there is truth in you.




Trust is .

Gen. 43:8 Judah said to his father, "Send the boy with me, and
we will arise and go, that we may live and not die, both we and
you and also our little ones. ° I will be a pledge of his safety.
From my hand you shall require him. If [ do not bring him
back to you... then let me bear the blame forever.

Belonging is built on .

Gen. 42:18 On the third day Joseph said to them, "Do this

and you will live, for I fear God: " if you are honest men, let

one of your brothers remain confined where you are in

custody, and let the rest go and carry grain for the famine of
o your households, *° and bring your youngest brother to me.

So your words will be verified, and you shall not die." - "
And they did so. *! Then they said to one another, "In truth  He replied, "Peace to you, do not be afraid. Your God and
we are guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the the God of your father has put treasure in your sacks for you. I
distress of his soul, when he begged us and we did not received your money." Then he brought Simeon out to them.
listen. That is why this distress has come upon us." ** And

Reuben answered them, "Did I not tell you not to sin agamst 5 o _ .

" the boy? But you did not listen. So now there comes a wm “’ And he inquired about their welfare and said, "Is your father m
reckoning for his blood." well, the old man of whom you spoke? Is he still alive?" ** They

said, "Your servant our father is well; he is still alive." And
they bowed their heads and prostrated themselves. *° And he
24 Then he turned away from them and wept. lifted up his eyes and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother's
o re o1 son, and said, "Is this your youngest brother, of whom you
Building: "Do youreally _ : spoke to me? God be gracious to you, my son!"
- Gen. 42:25 Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain,
and to replace every man's money in his sack, and to give - "

30 . : : ,
them provisions for the journey. This was done for them. Joseph hurried out, for his compassion grew warm for his
brother, and he sought a place to weep. He entered his

chamber and wept there. 7' He washed his face and came out.
7 ..he saw his money in the mouth of his sack. ** He said to
his brothers, "My money has been put back; here it is in the

. . . " " 32
mouth of my sack!" At this their hearts failed them, and they And cont.rollmg .hlmselfhe said, "Serve the food." ™" They
turned trembling to one another, saying, "What is this that served him by himself, and them by themselves, and the
™ God has done to us?" ' m Egyptians who ate with him by themselves, because the -

Egyptians could not eat with the Hebrews, for that is an
abomination to the Egyptians. > And they sat before him, the
firstborn according to his birthright and the youngest
according to his youth. And the men looked at one another in
amazement. *! Portions were taken to them from Joseph's
table, but Benjamin's portion was five times as much as any of
theirs. And they drank and were merry with him.

Gen. 42:37 Reuben said to his father, "Kill my two sons if [
do not bring him back to you. Put him in my hands, and 1
will bring him back to you."




