S Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward being; therefore
teach me wisdom in my secret heart.

” Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I
shall be whiter than snow.

Humility and Joy.

8 Fill me with joy and gladness, let the bones which thou hast
broken rejoice.

? Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.

Pursuit of Inner Renewal

Psalm 51:10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a
new and right spirit within me.

" Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not thy holy
Spirit from me.

12 Restore to me the joy of thy salvation, and uphold me with a
willing spirit.

Meeting the Future Faithfully

3 Then I will teach transgressors thy ways, and sinners will
return to thee.

" Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my
salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of thy deliverance.

30 Lord, open thou my lips, and my mouth shall show forth
thy praise. ' The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken
spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not
despise.
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The downward spiral of sin

2 Samuel 5:12 And David knew that the LORD had
established him as king over Israel and had exalted his
kingdom for the sake of his people Israel.

3 After he left Hebron, David took more concubines and
wives ... and more sons and daughters were born to him.

Deuteronomy 17:14 When you enter the land the LORD your
God is giving you and ... '” He (a king) must not take many
wives, or his heart will be led astray....

2 Samuel 11:2 One evening David got up from his bed and
walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he
saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful,

3 and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said,
"Isn't this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of
Uriah the Hittite?"

* Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him,
and he slept with her...

2 Sa. 11:5 The woman...sent word to David, "l am pregnant.”
2 Samuel 11:23 “... your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead."”

David finally "hits bottom"

2 Sam. 11:27 ...But the thing David had done displeased the
LORD.
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2 Samuel 12:1 The LORD sent Nathan to David. ...

2 Sam. 12:2 The rich man had a very large number of sheep
and cattle, * but the poor man had nothing except one little
ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with
him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup
and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him.

2 Sam. 12:5 David burned with anger against the man and
said to Nathan, "As surely as the LORD lives, the man who
did this deserves to die! ° He must pay for that lamb four
times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity."

2 Samuel 12:7 Then Nathan said to David, "You are the
man! This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'l
anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the
hand of Saul.

%I gave your master's house to you, and your master's wives
into your arms. I gave you the house of Israel and Judah.
And if all this had been too little, I would have given you
even more.

 Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what
is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with
the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him
with the sword of the Ammonites.

2 Samuel 12:10 Now, therefore, the sword will never depart
from your house, because you despised me and took the wife
of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’

"'This is what the LORD says: 'Out of your own household
1 am going to bring calamity upon you. Before your very
eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close
to you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight.

12 You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight
before all Israel.""

2 Samuel 12:13 Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned
against the LORD."

Nathan replied, "The LORD has taken away your sin. You are
not going to die. " But because by doing this you have made
the enemies of the LORD show utter contempt, the son born to
you will die."

Psalm 51

"For the director of music. A psalm of David. When the
prophet Nathan came to him after David had committed
adultery with Bathsheba."

Psalms 51:1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to thy
steadfast love; according to thy abundant mercy blot out my
transgressions.

2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from
my sin!

3 . .
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.

4Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done that which is
evil in thy sight, so that thou art justified in thy sentence and
blameless in thy judgment.

Wretchedness and Greatness.

Psalm 51:5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin
did my mother conceive me.




