Luke 12:20 But God said to him, "Fool! This night your soul is
required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will
they be?’

IS0 is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich
toward God.

James 5:3 Your gold and silver have rusted, and their rust will
be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You
have laid up treasure for the last days.

Luke 12:33 Sell your possessions, and give alms; provide
yourselves with purses that do not grow old, with a treasure in
the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and
no moth destroys.

1 Timothy 6:17 Command those who are rich in this present
world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which
is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly
provides us with everything for our enjoyment.

8 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to
be generous and willing to share.

 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of
the life that is truly life.
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The parable of the buried treasure

Matthew 13:44 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and
then_in_his joy went and sold all he had and bought that
field.

The parable of the pearl of great price

Matthew 13:45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
merchant looking for fine pearls.

 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold
everything he had and bought it.”

2 Themes

1. Treasure.

Isaiah 33:6 He will be the sure foundation for your times, a
rich store of salvation and wisdom and knowledge, the fear of
the LORD is the key to this treasure.

Luke 6:45 The good man out of the good treasure of his heart
produces good, and the evil man out of his evil treasure
produces evil; for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth
speaks.
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2 Corinthians 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen
vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs to God
and not to us.

¥ We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed,
but not driven to despair;

? persecuted, but not forsaken, struck down, but not
destroyed;

" atways carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the
life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.

2Joy.

Romans 15:13 May the God of hope fill you will all joy and
peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit
you may abound in hope.

. joy vs. immediate happiness
. joy vs. elusive happiness
. vs. “relief”

¢ Joy creates greater vs. a greater emptiness.

James 1:12 Blessed is the man who endures trial, for when he
has stood the test he will receive the crown of life which God
has promised to those who love him.

2 Corinthians 4:16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though
outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being
renewed day by day.

17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us
an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.

18 . .

So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is
unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is
eternal.

Colossians 1:9 And so, from the day we heard of it, we have
not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with
the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding,

0t0 lead a life worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him,
bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the
knowledge of God.

" May you be strengthened with all power, according to his
glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy,

12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in
the inheritance of the saints in light.

'3 He has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,

14 . . . .
*in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

The Choice




