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Serving as a community We are a Ministry Community

1 Corinthians 12:12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, )
but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 21 The Church, A Commumty on Purpose—part 5
eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head
cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, September 5, 2021
those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable
™= e treat with special honor.... But God has put the body
together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so Serving as a command
that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts
should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers,
every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part
rejoices with it.

— - How are we to think about serving

Deuteronomy 10:12 And now, Israel, what does the LORD
your God ask of you but to fear the LORD your God, to
walk in obedience to him, to love him, to serve the LORD
your God with all your heart and with all your soul, ”* and
to observe the LORD’s commands and decrees that [ am
giving you today for your own good?

| — |
Our destiny
Matthew 25:41 “Then he will say to those on his left (the goats), . . .
‘Depart from me, you who are cursed,4énto the eternal fire Serving as our identity
prepared for the c{evil and his angels.. For I was hungry and [ Peter 2:16 Live as free people, but do not use your
you gave me ”‘)thj?g to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves.
nothing to drink, ™ I was a stranger and you did not invite me -

in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in
prison and you did not look after me.’

*“ “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or

thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and Seerng as our dllty

did not help you?’ * “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever Luke 17:7 Will any one of you who has a servant plowing

you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for or keeping sheep say to him when he comes in from the

me.’ ** “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the field, “Come at once and sit down and eat?” (8) Will he

righteous to eternal life.” 10t rather say, “Prepare supper, gird yourself, and serve
— — me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and

drink?” (9) Does he thank the servant because he did what
was commanded him? (10) So you also, when you have
done all that is commanded say, “We are unworthy

servants. We have only done our duty.”
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- Serving, the way of meaning

We are not caught up with the “search for meaning.”
We are caught up with displaying our meaning!

Psalm 84:10 Better is one day in your courts than a thousand
= ¢Isewhere; I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my
God than dwell in the tents of the wicked. ' For the LorD
God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor,
no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is
blameless.

Serving as our calling

mm John 13:2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil
had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to
betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things
under his power, and that he had come from God and was
returning to God;

John 13:4 ...so he got up from the meal, took off his outer
clothmg, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that,

™ he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’

feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around
him.

John 13:12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put
on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand
what I have done for y0u7 he asked them. ' “You call me
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what [ am.
- " Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet,
you also should wash one another’s feet. ' I have set / you an
example that you should do as I have done for you. '° Very
truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master noris a
messenger greater than the one who sent him. '’ Now that you
know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.”

Serving as our way of life

Matt. 20:25 Jesus called them together and said, “You know

that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them and their
high officials exercise authority over them. *° Not so with
you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you
must be your servant 7 and whoever wants to be first must
be your slave—?* just as the Son of Man did not come to be

== served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many.

The microscopic way of
changing the world

Luke 13:18 Then Jesus asked, What is the kingdom of God
like? What shall I compare it to? " It is like a mustard seed,
which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and
became a tree, and the birds perched in its branches.”

Matthew 10:40 “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me,
and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent
me. "' Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will
receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a
righteous person as a rzghteous person will receive a
w= yiohteous person’s reward. * And if anyone gives even a

cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my
disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose
their reward.”



