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Revelation 21:9 ... “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” A HOpe-Centered Community
% And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and
showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. Iso]ati()n—part 8
" It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very
precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. ' It had a great, high wall with June 12,2022

twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates.

I need the big picture of life and reality

S The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured Malachi 3:13 You have spoken arrogantly against me,” says the

- ) cily with .th.e rod ai}?’found it to be 12,000 stadia in l?ngth, and as wide == ™ orD. “Yet you ask, ‘What have we said against you? " “You have ™=
and high as it is lon.g. The ange{ meaf””,ff the wall using human ) said, ‘It is futile to serve God. What do we gain by carrying out his
measurement, and it was 144 cubits thick. ,9The wall was made ofjasper, requirements and going about like mourners before the LORD
and the city ofpur.e gold, as pure as glqss. The foundations of the city walls Almighty? " But now we call the arrogant blessed. Certainly,
were decorgted with every kind of precious stone..... The great street of the evildoers prosper, and even when they put God to the test, they get
city was of gold, as pure as transparent glass. away with it.””

21 did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the

Lamb are its temple. > The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on

it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. ** The nations e  Big-picture perspectives

will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into . .

s ¥ On noyday w%ll its gates evefbe];hut, for there will I;ge no night there. — m Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good  wmmmm
26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. *’ Nothing %‘those who love him, who have been callgd according to his purpose.
impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or . For thos? God foreknew ﬁe also predestined to be conformed to the
deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life. image 0fh1s30Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers

and sisters. > And those he predestined, he also called; those he
called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
Sustained through hope
We are witnessing the product of postmodernism. Rom. 8:22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in
— — ™ the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. *> Not only so, byt ==
we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly AS
To live as a Christian in a corrupt world like this one we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our
requires being anchored to God’s Larger Story bodies. ©* For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no
hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? *° But if we hope
for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.
Romans 15:4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach
us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the
encouragement they provide we might have hope. Romans 5:3-5 More than that we rejoice in our suffering, knowing
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character,

— — m and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us —
Romans 15:13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you because God’s love has been poured out through the Holy Spirit who
trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy has been given to us.

Spirit.

Hebrews 12:28 ... since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be

LISTEN to or VIEW video of past PCI messages at shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with
www.pacificchurch.com reverence and awe, 29 for our “God is a consuming fire.”
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What is spiritual maturity? e Big picture truths that should bolster us:

Colossians 1:28 Him we proclaim, warning every man and teaching every a. Ultimate judgment is coming

man with all wisdom that we may present every man mature in Christ. ) ) ) )
b. No matter how powerful evil, there is the ultimate doom of evil.

) ) ) ) c. A rebellious world will finally come to an end.
(a) Someone who is learning to love people when loving people is tough.

Matt. 5:43-48
(b) Someone who is grateful for evidence of spiritual formation while at Revelation 20:11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was
= the same time, broken over the still strong power of their own human mmm seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from his presence, and there mm
nature. Rom. 7:25-8:2: 1 Tim. 1:15 was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing
’ before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened,
(c) Instead of despair over a greater awareness of my fallen nature, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they
spiritual maturity generates a sense of wonder! Rom. 6; Rom. 8:31-39 had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that
. . . . were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and
g%) F_ \;d;;l:lilogé_g_gz.)ln _6111 42f,(ir_2(?06% Hllf)sr ?;}[123 ?66 wperience of God. Isaiah each person was judged according to what they had done. 14 Then
’ T o death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the
(e) People who are open, realistic, and humble about themselves, without second death. 15 Anyone whose name was not found written in the book
living in the mudhole of discouragement—for very long. Romans. 12:3; of life was thrown into the lake of fire.
- Matt. 5:3-5 == \ore big picture truths: -

(f) People who keep on enduring in following Jesus on the narrow road,

1o matter how difficult. a. A righteous reckoning will take place. People will get what they

deserved.
Col. 1:9 We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will
through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, "'’ so that
you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: ¢. God will be just.
bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,
" being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so

b. Justice will prevail. Evil will be ultimately and fully defeated

that you may have great endurance and patience... A new heaven and a new earth—the land of eternal joy

mm (g) A growing sense that lost people matter to God, and make themselves wmm Revelation 21:1 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the ™
available to be used by God in the pursuit of their salvation. Matthew first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no
28:19-20 longer any sea. ° I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down

out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her

husband. > And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look!

God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with

them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be

their God. * ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no
Revelation 20.:7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released more death’" or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things
from his prison ® and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners has passed away.”

mm of the earth—Gog and Magog—and to gJgather them for battle. In number
they are like the sand on the seashore. ~ They marched across the breadth
of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves.
But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. '’ And the devil, who
deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast

and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and 5 ) o
night for ever and ever. He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the

Beginning and the End. To the thirs;z I will give water without cost
from the spring of the water of life. " Those who are victorious will
inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my children.

The final and eternal defeat of evil and Satan

W3 He who was seated on the throne said, “1 am making everything
new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy
and true.”




