The love of God at Christmas

Luke 2:1-14 In those days a decree went out from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the
first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all
went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also

== \vent up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of
the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the
time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will
wmm he a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those
with whom he is pleased!”
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What is love?

Matthew 5:43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ ** But I tell you, love
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, ** that
you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes
his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on
the righteous and the unrighteous. * If you love those who
mm [ove you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax —
collectors doing that? ¥’ And if you greet only your own
people, what are Jou doing more than others? Do not even
pagans do that? *® Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly

Father is perfect.
God’s love 1s defined by...
Love for the u .

™ Romans 5:6 You see, at just the right time, when we were "™

still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. ” Very rarely
will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good
person someone might possibly dare to die. ° But God
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.




Titus 3:2 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient,
deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and
pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and
hating one another.

= Loving a for the unlovable.

Titus 3:4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior
appeared, ’ he saved us, not because of righteous things we
had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through

™= the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,
6

whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus

Christ our Savior, ’ so that, having been justified by his
grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal

life.

S of self for the betterment of
another

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life.

Human love is doing what’s best for me at any cost to you.
God’s love is doing what’s best for you at any cost to
Himself.

1 John 4:19 We love because God first loved us.

It takes divine love inside someone to enable them to love
like God loves us.



