Two roads, and an honest assessment

Matthew 7:13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the
gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many
enter through it. '? But small is the gate and narrow the road
that leads to life, and only a few find it.

Ephesians 4:22 You were taught, with regard to your former
way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted
by its deceitful desires; * to be made new in the attitude of
your minds; ** and to put on the new self, created to be like
God in true righteousness and holiness.

John 10:10 The thief comes to steal, and kill, and destroy, but
I came that they may have life, life abundantly.
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The secular and the spiritual “war”

The Christian approach should be...

Colossians 4:4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as |
should. ° Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make
the most of every opportunity. 0 Let your conversation be
always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know
how to answer everyone.

Ephesians 4:15 ... speaking the truth in love...

1 Peter 3:15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always
be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to
give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect, ' keeping a clear conscience, so that
those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in
Christ may be ashamed of their slander.

John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and
only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.




Jesus rebukes the religious conservatives.

A case study...

John 8:2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts,
where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down
to teach them. > The teachers of the law and the Pharisees
brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her
stand before the group * and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this
woman was caught in the act of adultery.” In the Law
Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do
you say?” ° They were using this question as a trap, in
order to have a basis for accusing him.

...But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground
with his finger. " When they kept on questioning him, he
straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who
is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” ® Again
he stooped down and wrote on the ground.

Matthew 5:27 “You have heard that it was said, “You shall
not commit adultery.” *® But I tell you that anyone who looks
at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with
her in his heart.

Matthew 7:1 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. * For
in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

Matthew 7:3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your
brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own
eye? * How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck
out of your eye,” when all the time there is a plank in your own
eye? ° You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye,
and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your
brother’s eye.

John 8:7 ...When they kept on questioning him, he
straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is
without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” ° Again he
stooped down and wrote on the ground.

John 8:9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a
time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the
woman still standing there.

Jesus addresses the woman

John 8:10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman,
where are they? Has no one condemned you?”

1« . .
'No one, sir,” she said.

“Then neither do I condemn you,”’ Jesus declared. “Go now
and leave your life of sin.”’

Luke 14:27 And whoever does not carry their cross and follow
me cannot be my disciple.



